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LATEST UPDATES

FROM FACULTY MEMBERS

Atakan Yılmaz and Dalya Keleş, students of Radio-TV-Cinema, returned from the Luma 
Short Film Festival with remarkable achievements. Atakan won the Short Film Special Jury 
Award for his film Hello Mom, It’s Me, Lou Lou, while Dalya received the Best Short Film 
Screenplay Award for her script Gravity. Hello Mom, It’s Me, Lou Lou will make its European 
premiere at the 47th Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival, one of the world’s 
leading festivals. The film will be screened between January 31 and February 8 in 
Clermont-Ferrand, France, as part of the festival.

Emine Yıldırım, Radio-TV-Cinema, won the Best Film Award in the "Asian Future" section at 
the 37th Tokyo Film Festival with her film Gündüz Apollon Gece Athena (Apollon by Day, 
Athena by Night). The film had its world premiere at this prestigious festival, where only 10 
films from the continent competed.

JURY MEMBERSHIPS

Every year, an international student jury is 
formed as part of the European Film Awards, 
and the jury members come together in 
Hamburg. The representative from Türkiye is 
selected each year by the KHAS Department of 
Radio-TV-Cinema. As part of the RTC231 
European Cinemas course, our students 
watched and evaluated the nominated films, 
and KHAS student Zeynep Işık traveled to 
Hamburg to serve as a jury member.

SCHOLARLY MEMBERSHIPS

Dr. Onur Sesigür, Department of New Media, delivered a presentation on “The Codes of 
Editorial Playlists” at the Independent Music Producers Association (BMYD) panel on 3 
December. The event brought together music professionals, independent artists, and 
those interested in the ever-evolving dynamics of the digital music world.

Dr. Balca Arda, Department of VCD, joined the MAG/AME Light Search and Rescue Team as 
part of the TÜBİTAK 2515 Cost Action Support Program-funded project she leads, titled 
"Preparing İstanbul for Earthquake with Digital Gamification Design: Participatory Action 
Research for Transforming Disaster Preparedness into a Widespread Everyday Practice."

Dr. Aylin Sunam Audry, Department of New Media, joined the editorial board of Balkan 
Communication Journal.

Dr. Metin Kozak, Department of Advertising, has been appointed as the Associate Editor of 
the International Journal of Tourism Research.

CONFERENCES PARTICIPATED

Dr. Balca Arda, Department of VCD, presented her paper on Dissensus for Complex Utopia 
at the 24th International Symposium on Disordered Systems at Istanbul University, 
Türkiye. 

Gülçin Çaktuğ Kurt, Department of Radio-TV-Cinema, presented her paper titled 
"Metamorphosis as An Editing Tool in The Wolf House (2018)" at Animex Research and 
Innovation Conference held at Teesside University, UK.

Dr. Aylin Sunam Audry and Dr. Gözde Cöbek, Department of New Media, presented their 
research on digital media, self-presentation, and gender in young adults’ dating app 
profiles, at the 5th Sociology Days hosted by Acıbadem University, Türkiye.

CONFERENCES INVITED

Dr. Emre Sünter participated as a guest speaker in the seminar titled “Speculative Thought 
and Science Fiction,” held as part of the 3rd Berkol Science Fiction Days event.

Dr. Metin Kozak, Department of Advertising, visited Almaty, Kazakhstan to attend the 2nd 
International Forum on “Sustainable Tourism Development in Central Asia: Challenges, 
Opportunities, and Prospects” hosted by the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University.

INTERVIEWS AND PANELS INVITED

Zeynep Özüm Ak, Department of VCD, served as a jury member at İstanbul Marketing 
Awards, Türkiye. 

In December, Yeliz Yücel, Department of Advertising, was interviewed by journalist Esra Öz 
on TV100, discussing AI experiences of elderly individuals. 

Watch >>

NEWS
FROM OUR SCHOOL

On 15 October, we welcomed a group of Ph.D. 
students affiliated with various universities in 
Morocco. The field of their studies is quite 
diversified encompassing economics, politics, 
sociology, engineering, health and 
communication. We started with a tour to the 
Information Centre and KHAS Museum 
followed by a brief intro about our 
undergraduate and graduate programs and 
international collaborations.
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Read More
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Read More
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The photographs taken by Baran Efe Öztürk, a graduate of Radio-TV-Cinema, are being 
exhibited as part of the Taviloğlu Collection. This collection, ongoing since 1972, features 
2,412 works by 903 artists and will be open for visits at various locations in Istanbul from 
21 September 2024 to 30 March 2025. 

Read More

Ilyas Deniz Çınar, a graduate of Master’s Program in Communication Studies, published his 
article titled “‘Çarşı is against everything!’ But is it also against documentary? Politics of 
Turkish sports fan documentary Asi Ruh” in Soccer & Society, a Q1 journal. 

Read More

The KHAS New Media Club, a student initiative of the New Media Department, hosted a talk 
with Attorneys Alper Kaya and Pelinsu Kaya from Hypers New Media Agency, focusing on 
the growing importance of social media law in the digital era. New Media Club organizes 
semesterly events to connect industry professionals with students, addressing emerging 
trends, and also engages students in social activities and networking opportunities.

Dr. Metin Kozak, Department of Advertising, was invited for an online workshop on 
destination competitiveness hosted in collaboration with Turismo de Portugal and the 
European Commission on a project to scope the feasibility of developing and 
implementing indicators to measure and monitor the competitiveness of destinations in 
Portugal.

MOBILITIES

Dr. Metin Kozak, Department of Advertising, paid an Erasmus visit to the School of 
Journalism & Communication Studies, the University of Bucharest, Romania. He delivered 
several lectures on marketing and research methods and also had the privilige to meet 
Prof. Surugiu, the Dean, to talk about the future possible collaborations between the two 
institutions...

LATEST UPDATES

FROM OUR DEPARTMENTS

A school trip to 43rd Annual Design Exhibition of 
the Association of Graphic Designers (GMK) was 
organized as part of the “Design Basics” course 
taught by Zeynep Özüm Ak, Department of VCD.

On November 14-15, the “TV Series Days” event, 
organized in collaboration with the Popular 
Culture and Arts Association, took place at Kadir 
Has University, bringing together TV series and 
cinema professionals and enthusiasts for two 
days. Leading figures from the TV and film 
industry shared their inspiring insights about 
the sector with us.

On December 20, the Department of Advertising hosted the Kontrol Sende, Cevabı Gende 
pitch competition, made possible with the contributions of Havas Health & You + Buzz 
Health and the support of AstraZeneca. Three agencies from our Workshop competed 
fiercely—and the winner was: Spot Agency! We were honored to welcome Selim Tanören 
(Havas Health & You + Buzz Health), Medeni Yiğit (Havas Health & You + Buzz Health), and 
Osman Aksoy (Senior Product Manager, AstraZeneca) to the jury panel. The agencies’ 
outstanding work and powerful presentations made the selection process incredibly 
challenging.

During the final jury of NMD 221 - Principles of 
Game Design, one of the courses offered in the 
newly established minor program in Digital 
Game Design, students designed six board 
games as part of their final projects. Dr. Aylin 
Sunam Audry and Oğuz Türkekul joined as 
guest speakers and provided valuable feedback.

As part of the NMD 311-AppLab course, students attended sessions with industry experts. 
Levent Avcı, Digital Growth Senior Manager at Vodafone Türkiye, discussed UX/UI design 
and customer experience. Cihan Öztürk, Head of Customer Solutions for Türkiye and 
Central & South Asia at TikTok, shared insights on TikTok's revenue models. Abdurrahman 
Açıkgöz, Digital Media Products Manager at TRT (Turkish Radio and Television 
Corporation), talked about app performance metrics for public broadcasting. 

As part of our NMD415 - Search Engines and Algorithms course, we hosted Roman 
Derbanosov, Head of the Future Answers Department at Yandex Search. Derbanosov 
delivered an insightful presentation on the future of search engine technologies and 
algorithms, discussing Yandex's vision in this field and its potential impact on the future of 
user interactions.

This semester at the New Media Lab, we hosted an engaging discussion on journalism with 
Barış Pehlivan and Barış Terkoğlu from Cumhuriyet, a daily newspaper in Türkiye. 
Cumhuriyet is one of our university’s newly signed partnership. Through this collobaration, 
the newspaper will offer students internship and job opportunities, while providing our 
academics with exclusive access to its extensive 100+ year archive for academic purposes.

On 26 December, the Department of 
Advertising hosted the event "While in Change: 
Artificial Intelligence and Careers", bringing 
together experts to discuss the impact of 
artificial intelligence on career paths in the 
communication field. Among the distinguished 
speakers were Arzu Kızbaz, Cem Tokbay, and 
Kemal Başaranoğlu. Moderated discussions 
explored whether AI presents a threat or an 
opportunity for communication professionals, 
offering attendees valuable insights into the 
evolving landscape of the industry. 

The social media posts designed by Zeynep 
Özüm Ak, Department of VCD, for the “Let us 
Remember the Emptiness” exhibition at Hayy 
Open Space received the Achievement Award in 
the 43rd Annual Design Competition organized 
by the Association of Graphic Designers in 
Türkiye. 

AWARDS RECEIVED

KHAS_COMM hosts its second short-film 
competition to encourage creativity and 
originality, discover young talents and support 
short film production. In its first series last year, 
the competition attracted 109 applications 
across the country. The competition is open to 
all university students. Its language is Turkish 
but other languages are also accepted, 
provided that the subtitles are in Turkish. Prizes 
will be provided to the first three films to be 
nominated by the jury. Deadline for submission 
is 1 September 2025. 

Read More

Our program in Communication Studies is looking for new candidates who are delighted to 
advance their future careers by pursuing Masters and PhD degrees. The program is open 
to accept applications representing a diversified field of subjects including media, public 
relations, advertising, marketing, cinema, psychology, sociology, virtual design, among 
others. Located in the heart of Istanbul, KHAS is a research-based university, networking 
with many other internationally well-reputed institutions and scholars. Deadline for 
application is 1 August. 

Read More

KHAS SHORT-FILM COMPETITION

CALLS OPEN FOR OUR MASTER’S AND PH.D. PROGRAMS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUx62ZYka_Q&t=39s
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOA-02-2024-4255
https://doi.org/10.1002/jtr.2732
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhlste.2024.100513
https://doi.org/10.1108/TR-11-2023-0788
https://www.instagram.com/khasiletisim
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kadir-has-%C3%BCniversitesi-i%CC%87leti%C5%9Fim-fak%C3%BCltesi/
https://www.youtube.com/@khasiletisim
https://x.com/khasiletisim
https://www.akbanksanat.com/en/exhibition/akbank-42-gunumuz-sanatcilari-odulu-sergisi
https://www.akbanksanat.com/en/exhibition/akbank-42-gunumuz-sanatcilari-odulu-sergisi
https://www.akbanksanat.com/en/exhibition/akbank-42-gunumuz-sanatcilari-odulu-sergisi
https://www.akbanksanat.com/en/exhibition/akbank-42-gunumuz-sanatcilari-odulu-sergisi

