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LATEST UPDATES

FROM OUR DEPARTMENTS

Welcomed New Graduate Students
Our program in Communication Studies has welcomed its new students who are 
passionate about pursuing their Masters’ and Ph.D. degrees. Of 79 domestic/international 
students enrolled in the program, the majority currently works as a teaching assistant and 
also is associated with domestic and international research projects as a boursier. The 
program is bvopen to accept applications representing a diversified field of subjects, 
including media, cinema, business, law, cultural studies, gender studies, history, 
psychology, and sociology. Located in the heart of Istanbul, KHAS is a research-based 
university network with many other internationally well-reputed institutions and scholars.

Awards Received
Yasemin Bilgiç, an alumna of Radio, Television 
and Cinema, has been admitted to the Master’s 
Program in Cinema and Audiovisual at Université 
Sorbonne Nouvelle, France.

Atakan Yılmaz, a graduate of Radio, Television and 
Cinema, presented his film, Hi Mom, It’s Me, Lou 
Lou, at the Ayvalık International Film Festival, held 
from 16-21 September.

Gökşin Doğa Egesoy, a graduate of the Radio, 
Television and Cinema, held the Istanbul 
premiere of her feature film, Ikarus, on 21 
September. The film was additionally recognized 
as a finalist in the International Feature Narrative 
category at the 10th Cuzco Underground Cinema 
Festival in Peru.

Tuvana Simin Günay, a graduate of Radio, 
Television and Cinema, secured the Best Editing 
Award for the film Hi Mom, It’s Me, Lou Lou at the 
19th For Rainbow Film Festival.

Ömer Akgün, an alumnus of Radio, Television and 
Cinema, presented his film Tomato Soup at the 
Netherlands Film Festival, which took place from 
26 September to 3 October.

New Project Funds Received
Dr. Banu Baybars, Professor at the Department of 
Advertising, has been awarded a competitive 
grant from the TÜBİTAK 3005 - Innovative 
Solutions in Social and Human Sciences Program. 
Her project, titled “The Image of Football in Turkey: 
Sports Communication and Crisis Management 
Strategies" was selected for its innovative 
approach. The research is designed to improve 
the public perception of football in Türkiye by 
developing cutting-edge strategies in sports 
communication and crisis management. The 
project aims to move beyond traditional media 
approaches by introducing new models for digital 
communication and social media management. 
This prestigious grant highlights the impactful 
and pioneering research conducted within our 
faculty. 

Conferences Attended
Dr. Balca Arda, a faculty of Visual Communication 
Design, presented their research at the 5th ISA 
Forum of Sociology Conference – Knowing Justice in 
the Anthropocene, held at Mohammed V University 
in Rabat, Morocco. Co-authored with Dr. Ceren 
Gülser İlikan Rasimoğlu, Acıbadem Mehmet Ali 
Aydınlar University, their presentation, titled 
“Ethnography-Based Digital Communication for 
Grassroot Disaster Risk Reduction: A Gamified 
Mobile Application Design Process on the 
Prospective Istanbul Earthquake Preparedness 
and Response,” was derived from the 
state-funded project, “Preparing Istanbul for 
Earthquake with Digital Gamification Design”.

At the same conference, the researchers also 
presented an article and poster, “‘Variant 
Perceptions of Health Professionals in Turkey in 
Interwar Period Tuberculosis and COVID-19’,” 
based on the findings of the state-funded project 
“Analysis of Public Health Visual Communication 
Methods”.

Dr. Balca Arda and Dr. Ceren Gülser İlikan 
Rasimoğlu presented on Disaster Risk 
Communication Design at the 18th National Social 
Sciences Congress, an event organized by the 
Turkish Social Sciences Association (TSBD) at 
Middle East Technical University. This 
presentation was also grounded in the results of 
the state-funded project, “Preparing Istanbul for 
Earthquake with Digital Gamification Design”. The 
researchers further presented their collaborative 
work at the symposium Istanbul Imag(in)ings: 
Learning from the Past to Face Humanity’s Urban 
Future, an event co-sponsored by the CIFAR 
Humanity’s Urban Future program and the 
Columbia Global Center Istanbul.

Tuğba Göçer, Research Assistant at the 
Department of Advertising, represented our 
faculty at the European Social Association 
Mid-term Conference (ESA26). The conference, 
hosted at Ulster University in Belfast on 19-20 
September, featured her presentation of doctoral 
thesis research focused on the sociological study 
of food banks in Türkiye. This contribution 
provided scholarly insights to the global academic 
discourse in her area of specialization.

Interviews and Panels Invited
Dr. Emre Sünter, Chair of Visual Communication 
Design, delivered a scholarly presentation titled 
“Speculative Performativity in Algae-Based 
Art-Science Installations” at the Performing 
Transformation Conference in Dresden, Germany.

Dr. Emre Sünter also instructed a course titled 
“What Remains of Schizoanalysis?” at the 
Psychoanalysis Summer School. This specialized 
course was designed for master's and PhD 
students and took place at Gümüşlük Academy, 
Bodrum, from 2 to 8 September.

Dr. Metin Kozak, affiliated with the Department of 
Advertising, recently completed a productive 
academic visit to Macau at the invitation of Macau 
University of Science and Technology. As the first 
commitment of the new academic year, the visit 
was both a pleasant and highly effective 
experience, enriched by new memories and 
opportunities for future collaboration. During his 
short time on campus, he delivered three distinct 
lectures to graduate students and faculty 
members, and also experienced the local 
hospitality. 

Fieldwork Visit to Paris
As part of the “AI4Labour” project, Dr. Balca Arda, affiliated with Visual Communication 
Design, accomplished the fieldwork on UX research on Creative AI in Creative Industries as 
an Experienced Researcher at Station F Paris, France. 

Conference Organization
As the co-chair, Dr. Kozak involved in the organization of the 10th Advances in Tourism 
Marketing (ATMC) Conference, which took place last week in the stunning and historic 
setting of Crete, Greece.  This year marked a significant milestone—two decades of 
bringing together the bright minds in different fields to share cutting-edge research, foster 
collaboration, and discuss the future of tourism marketing from a crucial interdisciplinary 
perspective. The event attracted a diverse, multicultural group of 164 registered 
participants from 28 countries and 100+ institutions, who contributed 120 paper 
presentations from 250+ authors at different stages of their academic career. The team 
also celebrated the 20th anniversary of the ATMC Conference. We look forward to its 11th 
edition in Dubrovnik, Croatia, 23-27 Sept '27.

New Sectoral Partnerships
The Department of Visual Communication Design has formally established new sectoral 
partnerships with the following professional firms: The Spatial J/U/S/T, Oniki Design, and 
Hardal Studio.

The Department of Advertising has formalized a strategic collaboration with the prominent 
creative agency, MullenLowe Istanbul, with the aim of generating enhanced professional 
opportunities for its students. A meeting in July, involving Dr. Perrin Öğün Emre, Tuğba 
Göçer, and Ali Doğan, and Nadir Aydın, MullenLowe Istanbul's Executive Creative Director, 
culminated in a structured agreement. As part of this agreement, the agency will support 
student-centric workshops by supplying authentic professional creative briefs. This 
partnership is designed to equip students with practical, hands-on agency experience and 
secure new internship placements at MullenLowe, thereby establishing a direct career 
launch pathway into the advertising industry.

On TV Broadcasting
Ismail Hakkı Polat, Lecturer in New Media and 
Communication, provided expert commentary on 
‘Pricing in Cryptocurrency Markets’ as an invited 
guest on CNBC-e on 17 July.

Jury Special Award
Emine Yıldırım, a part-time lecturer in the 
Department of Radio, Television and Cinema, was 
honored with the Beycioğlu Jury Special Award at 
the Adana Golden Boll Film Festival for her film, 
Apollon by Day, Athena by Night. The film's 
composer, Barış Diri, also received the Best Music 
Award. This cinematic work commenced its 
theatrical release on 26 September.

Dr. Behlil Promoted to Professor in Cinema 
Studies
Dr. Melis Behlil (PhD, University of Amsterdam) is 
a faculty member in the Department of Radio, 
Television and Cinema. She received her Master’s 
degree in Communication from Istanbul Bilgi 
University, Türkiye. Her research interests include 
film and media industries, contemporary Turkish 
cinema, documentary cinema, globalization and 
cinema, and virtual reality. Recently, she has been 
promoted to the rank of Professor in Cinema 
Studies.

Dr. İnceoğlu Promoted to Associate Professor 
in Communication Studies
İrem İnceoğlu (PhD, University of Surrey, UK) is a 
member of the Department of New Media and 
Communication. She is also the coordinator of the 
Gender Studies PhD Program. She studied 
Political Science (BSc) followed by Gender and 
Women’s Studies (MSc) at Middle East Technical 
University, Türkiye. She holds a PhD in Media and 
Cultural Studies. Her research interests are at the 
crossroads of political communication, cultural 
analysis, and gender studies. She has been 
promoted to Associate Professor in 
Communication Studies.  

Advertising Appoints New Assistant 
Professors 
The Department of Advertising is pleased to 
announce the official appointment of Dr. Onur 
Serdan Çarboğa and Dr. Mine Bertan Yılmaz as 
Assistant Professors. Their specialized expertise 
and academic leadership constitute a significant 
enhancement to the faculty's intellectual 
resources. This appointment recognizes their 
established scholarly contributions and 
commitment to the field. We extend our wishes 
for their sustained success. 

As of September 2025, Büşra Sağlam joined as a 
Research Assistant in the Department of New 
Media and Communication. She is a graduate of 
New Media (2018) and received her M.A. degree 
in Communication Studies (2021), both at KHAS. 
Büşra is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Sociology 
at Koç University, Türkiye.

KHAS Short Film Competition
The submission period for the 2nd KHAS Short Film 
Competition concluded on 1 September. The 
competition received a substantial 216 short film 
submissions from university students 
throughout Türkiye. The jury is currently 
undertaking its evaluation process, and the final 
results will be formally announced during the 
award ceremony at KHAS on 20 October.
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