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FROM FACULTY MEMBERS

Award Received at AFSAD International Short Film Festival
Hazal Beril Çam, a graduate of Radio-TV-Cinema, received the Special Jury Award in the 
Fiction category at the 8th AFSAD International Short Film Festival with her short film Sinek 
Gibi, which she wrote and directed. Sinek Gibi also received the Jury Special Prize in the 
National “Short is Life” section at the 8th International Women Directors Festival.
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D.F.S. Ferreira, R.A. da Costa, A.F. Chim-Miki, & M. Kozak (2025). What emotions trigger the 
perceived destination image and word-of-mouth recommendation in World Heritage Sites? 
International Journal of Tourism Research. 

Read More

Akçalı, E., & Güçlü, Ö. (2025). Glaring and out loud! Thinking women’s cinema in Turkey 
through agency and companionship. Studies in European Cinema, 1–17

Read More
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LATEST UPDATES

FROM OUR DEPARTMENTS

Erasmus Visit to Dubrovnik, Croatia
Through the Erasmus mobility program, Prof. Metin Kozak, Dean of the School, visited the 
University of Dubrovnik, Croatia, to deliver guest lectures and hold meetings. The guest 
lectures on academic writing and publishing in scholarly journals had insightful discussions 
and exchange of some good practices. Later, Prof. Kozak had two meetings with Prof. Katija 
Vojvodic (Vice-Rector for Quality, Ethics and Strategic Development), Prof. Mato Brautovic 
(Vice-Rector for International Relations), Prof. Romana John (Dean of the School of 
Communication and Public Relations), and Sandra Memunic (Head of International 
Relations). With all, in a friendly atmosphere, they had stimulating conversations about 
possible opportunities for enhanced institutional cooperation on communication studies 
between the two institutions. 

Read More

Award Received at 8th International Women 
Directors Festival
Gökşin Doğa Egesoy, a graduate of Radio-TV- 
Cinema, received the Biket İlhan Best Director 
Award at the 8th International Women Directors 
Festival with her feature film İkarus.

Running the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Grant 
Project
As part of the “AI4Labour” project led by Prof. 
Meltem Ucal, Dr. Balca Arda will be conducting 
cross-comparison research on "Reshaping 
Labour Force Participation with Artificial 
Intelligence" in collaboration with associate 
partner DataLobster based in Paris, France. The 
project is funded by the EU’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation program under the 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Grant.

New Name, New Look: “New Media” Becomes “New Media and Communication”
Starting from the 2025-2026 Fall semester, the Department of New Media will officially be 
renamed as the Department of New Media and Communication. Alongside this 
change, the department has launched its redesigned website, which now features a 
detailed history of the program. Visitors can now explore how the department 
was founded-told directly by the faculty members themselves. 

Read More

Committee Membership at 15th Canlandıranlar Talent Camp
Gülçin Çaktuğ Kurt and Aylin Berna Zamandar, PhD students in Communication Studies, 
served on the selection committee of the 15th Canlandıranlar Talent Camp, an annual 
program that supports emerging and independent animation artists from Türkiye.

Project Support for Our Students
Zeren Safi, the student of Advertising (Project 
Coordinator), and Batuhan Yavuz, the student of 
Virtual Communication Design (Project partner) 
have been awarded the support from TÜBİTAK’s 
2209-A program. Their project focusses on the 
strategic use of AI-based templates in advertising 
and is being supervised by Emre Sünter, affiliated 
with the Department of Virtual Communication 
Design.

Our Students at “A Awards” Junior 
Competition
A group of students from the Department of 
Advertising has achieved outstanding success in 
the A Awards Junior Competition organized by the 
Outdoor Advertisers Foundation. Among the six 
finalist teams selected nationwide, three were 
composed of our students: Ellibeşte (Feyza 
Karakuş, İlayda Tosun, İkbalnur Uzun, Sena 
Ünübol), Kısakes (Ayşe Gülsüm, Deniz Kiraz, Enise 
Mendilli, Tutku Eligül, Yasemin Solak), and Olay 
(Berra Kınacı, Ertuğrul Kılıç, Mehmet Karartı, Onur 
Arslan). We extend our special congratulations to 
Team Kısakes, who were awarded Second Place in 
the Junior Category with their impressive 
campaign proposal. 

Second Prize at 2025 Genç Kristal Competition 
Birol Şahin and Emine Nura Şahin, students of the 
Department of Advertising, received the Second 
Prize at the 2025 Genç Kristal Competition 
organized by the Advertisers Foundation. 
Competing with the AKBANK brief titled “Şehrin İyi 
Hali [The Good State of the City], their project 
stood out among numerous applications from 
communication faculty students across Türkiye.

Workshop on a Completed Project
Dr. Perrin Öğün-Emre, Head of the Department of Advertising, successfully led the closing 
workshop of the TÜBİTAK-funded research project (222K359) titled “The Impact of Internet 
and Social Media Discourses on Public Perceptions of Brain Drain and Attitudes Toward 
Migration.” The workshop brought together critical discussions on the influence of digital 
media narratives on migration decisions, shedding light on the complex relationship 
between media discourse, public perception, and individual decision-making processes.

Students Explore Interactive Content Creation with Neslihan Tıraş  
As part of a Digital Storytelling Workshop held in the New Media Lab, students had the 
opportunity to hear from Neslihan Tıraş, Founder of Database Bilişim. In her presentation 
entitled “Creating Engaging Content on Social Media”, Tıraş shared valuable insights on 
how to design interactive content and craft digital stories that resonate with target 
audiences. The session offered practical strategies for boosting engagement through 
effective storytelling techniques.

OCULUS, End-of-Year Exhibition
The fourth edition of OCULUS, KHAS VCD End-of-Year Exhibition, titled “DreamTime” and 
curated by Uras Kızıl (our part-time instructor), opened on May 24 at the Istanbul Design 
Museum. 

2025 Stevie® Awards for Technology 
Excellence Judge
We are proud to share that, Ayşegül Bulut 
Atalay, affiliated with the Department of New 
Media and Communication, has been selected 
as a member of the Product & Service Awards 
Judging Committee for the 2025 Stevie® Awards 
for Technology Excellence. She will evaluate 
global submissions in categories including 
artificial intelligence, digital marketing, and 
technological innovation. Congratulations to 
Ayşegül Bulut Atalay on this prestigious 
recognition!

New Project Funds Received
Dr. Gözde Cöbek, the Department Head of New 
Media and Communication, has received 
funding from the TÜBİTAK 3501 – National 
Young Researchers Career Development 
Program for her project titled “The Singlehood 
Phenomenon: Investigating Singlehood Types 
and Experiences of Adults in Türkiye.” We 
congratulate Dr. Cöbek on this significant 
achievement and wish her continued success in 
her research endeavors.

Award Received at Istanbul Film Festival 
Emine Yıldırım, affiliated with the Department of 
Radio-TV-Cinema, received the SİYAD - National 
Short Film Competition New Perspectives Award 
at the Istanbul Film Festival with her film Gündüz 
Apollon Gece Athena.

Two Conferences Hosted on Film Studies
Two conferences organized by the KHAS 
Department of Radio, Television and Cinema 
were held in May, bringing together researchers 
from diverse fields of cinema and media 
studies. The 24th edition of the New Directions in 
Turkish Film Studies Conference, organized under 
the theme “Cinema and Family” featured a panel 
presenting the outcomes of TÜBİTAK-funded 
research project “Family Configurations in 
Contemporary Turkish Cinema: Conflicts, Roles, 
Reconciliations,” led by Dr. Defne Tüzün, who 
also proposed this year’s theme. Meanwhile, the 
conference “Film Studies in Turkey and the New 
Spirit of Capitalism” took place as part of the 
TÜBİTAK-funded research project of the same 
name, led by Prof. Bülent Diken.

Livanur Damra Bakmaz Joins as New Media Lab Specialist
In May 2025, we welcomed Livanur Damra Bakmaz to our team as the New Media Lab 
Specialist. As our graduate, Livanur is currently pursuing her Master’s degree in 
Communication Studies. We are excited to have her on board and look forward to her 
contributions to the lab and our community.

TikTok Executive Cihan Öztürk Joins KHAS 
New Media Social Media Class for Industry 
Insights
As part of our Social Media course, we hosted 
Cihan Öztürk, Head of Client Solutions for 
TikTok Turkey, Central and South Asia. During 
the session, students had the opportunity to 
learn from Öztürk about TikTok’s evolution, user 
engagement patterns, the transformation of 
influencer marketing, and the platform’s entry 
into e-commerce.

Calls Open for our Master’s and Ph.D. 
Programs
Our program in Communication Studies is 
looking for new candidates who are delighted to 
advance their future careers by pursuing 
Master’s and PhD degrees. The program is open 
to accept applications representing a diversified 
field of subjects including media, public 
relations, advertising, marketing, cinema, 
psychology, sociology, virtual design, among 
others. Located in the heart of Istanbul, KHAS is 
a research-based university, networking with 
many other internationally well-reputed 
institutions and scholars. Deadline for 
application is 6 August. 

Read More

Presentation on Istanbul Encyclopedia 
Dr. Gürbey Hız, affiliated with the Department of Architecture, delivered a presentation on 
Istanbul Encyclopedia as part of “Interdisciplinary VCD Practices” course conducted by 
Zeynep Özüm Ak, affiliated with the Department of Virtual Communication Design. Dr. Hız 
shared detailed insights into his academic research and the workshops he conducted for 
the encyclopedia.

KHAS Short-Film Competition
KHAS_COMM hosts its second short-film 
competition to encourage creativity and 
originality, discover young talents and support 
short film production. In its first series last year, 
the competition attracted 109 applications 
across the country. The competition is open to 
all university students. Its language is Turkish 
but other languages are also accepted, provided 
that the subtitles are in Turkish. Prizes will be 
provided to the first three films to be nominated 
by the jury. Deadline for submission is 1 
September. 

Read More
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